HISTORICAL NOTES 


on the 
Twentieth Century Club 
Organized October 3, 1894 
By Cane A. V. Moor 


The founding of the Twentieth Century Club was the result of a move 
ment on the part of the Graduates Association of the Buffalo Seminary to 
secure a building site farther up town, more accessible than the Chapter 
House in Johnson Park, and better adapted to the needs of the Association. 
The Graduates Association had been organized on the twenty-Gfth anni- 
versary of the Buffalo Female Academy, and the building known as the 
Chapter House in Johnson Park was buile by them in 1884, 

‘Ten years later we read in Mrs. John Noyes’ History of the Associa- 
tion, “Name it discontent, ambition or progress, or simply the natural growth 
of city life which had crept into our Seminary, it began to be said, ‘Our 
Chapter House is inaccessible, off the road; why not open our circle to other 
progressive women, have a more beautiful home, and so exert a wider in- 
fluence.’ ” 

With the election in February, 1894, of Charlotte Mulligan, President; 
Mrs. A. P. Wright, Ist Vice-President; Mrs. Charles W. Goodyear, 2nd Vice- 
President; Mary McWilliams, Secretary; Frances Greiner, Assistant Secre- 
tary; and Georgiana Jenks, Treasurer, the needed leadership was formed, 
and on motion of Mrs. Bryant B, Glenny, the sale of the Chapter House 
was ordered, leaving the selection of a new site in the hands of the Directors, 
which responsibility was later turned over to Miss Mulligan. 

At a special meeting of the Graduates Association on March 21, 1894, 
Miss Mulligan reported that the property of the Delaware Avenue Baptist 
church on Delaware Avenue between North and Allen Streets could be 
purchased for $35,000; $1,000 to be paid April Ist; $29,000 on May 1st, 
and a mortgage of $5,000 to be assumed by the Association. 

The purchase being approved, bonds owned solely by members of the 
Graduates Association were issued to cover the indebtedness, and on May 1, 
1894, the church gave the Graduates Association a deed of the property, 
100 feet front and 174 feet deep, in the rear of which, on approximately 
the space occupied by the present Dining Room, stood the old brick church, 

‘The needed improvements and changes to adapt the building to Club 
purposes necessitated additional expense, and many in the Association hesi- 
tated to assume further financial responsibility, 

This situation led to the suggestion that others than graduates of the 
Seminary should be admitted to the Association. 

Such an arrangement being without precedent in the history of the 
society and, as many thought, contrary to the purposes for which it was 
organized, there was pronounced opposition and the plan was rejected. 

‘Whereupon a proposition was submitted that the Graduates Associa- 
tion withdraw from the scheme, and that those who favored admitting to 
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membership women who had not graduated from the Seminary, and who 
wished to have an organization of broader activities, including artistic and 
musical as well as literary pursuits, should form 2 new club and take over its 
direction and financial responsibilities. 

A formal acceptance of this proposition resulted in the formation of a 
new organization to which was given, at Miss Mulligan’s suggestion, the 
name—“Twentieth Century Club.” 

On the 3rd of October, 1894, the certificate of Incorporation was 
signed. This contained the names of 20 directors, who were to serve until 
their successors were elected, and was signed by 42 women as incorporators 
who thus became charter members. 

The first meeting of the 20th Century Club was held at che Chapter 
House on Monday, October 29, with Miss Mulligan acting as chairman pro 
tem, at which time the Club proceeded to elect to membership the 103 
members of the Graduates Association who had exchanged the bonds of the 
Association for the new bonds of the 20th Cencury Club. 

These newly elected members together with the 42 incorporators con- 
stituted the first membership of 145. 

Bonds of $100 each, bearing interest not exceeding 6% or less if the 
income did not warrant that amount, were then issued, the number of 
such bonds being limited to 750. 

The form of the Club seal was then adopted having at the top— 
“Twentieth Century Club of Buffalo”, at the bottom—"Buffalo, N. Y.”, 
and through the center—“Incorporated 1894.” 

The first meeting of the Board of Directors was held at the Chapter 
House November 3, 1894, when the first officers of the Club were elected: 

President —Miss Mulligan. 

Ist Vice-President—Mrs. A. P. Wright (mother of Mrs, Wm, Warren). 

2nd Vice-President—Mrs, Truman G. Avery (mother of Mrs. Jas. 
McCormick Mitchell). 

3rd Vice-President—Mrs. Henry C, French. 

Secretary—Miss Mary Disdley. 

Assistant Secretary—Miss Esther Glenny (Mrs. Harry Bemis). 

Treasurer—Miss Georgiana Jenks (Mrs. Albert Chester). 

Miss Mulligan, Mrs. A. P, Wright, and Miss Mary Alice Eames (Mrs. 
Donaldson), were made a committee to draft a constitution and By Laws 
with Mr, Ansley Wilcox as counselor. 

‘The names of many prominent women had been added to the member- 
ship, among them Mrs. John Clark Glenny, under whose direction Green & 
Wicks remodelled the church. This had an auditorium known as Assembly 
Hall whose rich Gothic interior, decorated in silver and terra cotto, fur- 
nished the setting for some of the most beautiful social affairs ever given in 
Buffalo. Kitchen, supper, and cloak rooms were in the basement, and here 
the Directors and committees held their meetings. 

‘The first Wednesday morning of the month was set as the date of the 
regular meetings of the Boards the dues were fixed at $10, and F. E, Williams 
from Miss Mulligan’s Guard of Honor was engaged as Superintendent at a 
salary of $40 a month, a position that he filled for 18 years. 
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The first entertainment under the auspices of the Club was a lecture 
by Jane Meade Welch on Abraham Lincoln on November 14, 1894. 

The formal opening of the 20ch Century Club in the remodelled 
Church took the form of an afternoon reception on November 20, 1894, 
from 4 to 7 o'clock, to which the Directors invited distinguished citizens, 
and the members were given the privilege of inviting 3 guests. An assess~ 
ment of $1 defrayed expenses, From the Buffalo Commercial, November 
21, 1894, we read, “Delaware Avenue yesterday above Allen Street was 
blocked with carriages, and pedestrians had a hard time making their way 
past the 20th Century Club where the opening of the Club was celebrated 
by a reception, All of the 180 members present were unbonneted, and 
assisted the President and Directors in welcoming the guests. Kuhn and 
his orchestra occupied the stage, half hidden by stately palms, and the boxes 
were decorated with great clusters of crysanchemums. Down stairs in the 
dining room, Teal from Rochester served refreshments from a long table 
brilliant with red shaded candles and immense clusters of chrysanthemums. 

Many men joined the women in the beautiful Club House, every nook 
and corner of which was inspected by those who saw the splendidly arrang- 
ed building for the first time.” 

December 8, 1894, Miss Mulligan presented a plan for a series of morn- 
ing lectures by prominent citizens of Buffalo. This was the beginning of 
cour Wednesday morning entertainments which until 1923 were not paid 
for, the honor of being invited to appear before the 20th Century Club 
being considered sufficient compensation. 

‘An animated discussion arose over the advisability of admitting men 
to membership as the first draft of the constitution provided, but on motion 
of Mrs, Wright, seconded by Mrs. Goodyear, the clause was expunged from 
the records. 

‘The Saturn Club challenged the 20th Century Club to an old fashioned 
spelling match, an admission of $1 to be divided between the Fitch Créche 
and the Free Kindergarten Association, but the requisite 25 members could 
not be secured, and the challenge was declined. 

December, 1894, Mr. Wm. Crawford presented the beautiful block of 
marble bearing the date of the Club's incorporation which now is seen on 
the table at all Club meetings. Two years later Mr. Crawford gave a gavel 
made from a tree that grew in the cellar of the house where George Wash- 
ington was born. 

In January, 1895, the first House Committee was appointed, also an 
Investigating Committee to make recommendations on applications for 
membership. 

The Club membership being limited to 300, the first reference is made 
toa waiting list. 

‘The ruling was made that any Director absent from one meeting during 
the month, unless out of town or detained by sickness, should be fined $1. 

‘On March 27, 1895, a motion to erect a Club House in front of the 
church was passed, only three voting in the negative, and on the 10th of 
April, the Club vored to erect the building according to plans submitted by 
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Green & Wicks at a cost not to exceed $45,000, Mrs. John Clark Glenny 
with Mrs, Carlton Jewett and Mrs. Carlton Sprague, were named a Building 
Committee with power to appoint their associates. On October 8, 1895, 
Miss Mulligan turned the first spadeful of earth for the erection of the new 
Club House. 

‘At the annual meeting in 1895, twenty Directors were chosen by the 
Club without nominations, These were later divided by lot into four groups 
to serve 1, 2, 3, and 4 years respectively. 

The report of election was made at eight o'clock in the evening, at 
which time the Directors entertained the members; music was furnished by 
the orchestra from Miss Mulligan’s Guard of Honor. 

‘The year of 1896 was one of depression, when business men were 
anxious and disturbed over financial conditions. But this group of women, 
coming largely from the Graduates Association, which had financed the 
Chapter House and sponsored the purchase of the Delaware Avenue property, 
now, with even greater enthusiasm, promptly voted co issue bonds to the 
amount of $75,000 secured by a mortgage with Mr. Wm. H. Glenny as 
trustee. 

April, 1896, Mrs. Pardee made a gift from her mother, Mrs. Geo. B. 
Gates, of $500, Mrs. Gates was then made the first honorary member of 
the Club, extending to her all the privileges of the Club and relieving her 
from all dues and assessments and other duties of Club Members. When 
a few months later a Library Committee was appointed with Miss Mary 
Lathrop as chairman, Mrs. Gates’ gift was given to this committee for the 
purchase of books, and a later gift of $300 from Mrs, Geo. Howard Lewis 
was added to the Library Fund, 

The new Club House nearing completion shows a building of Yealian 
Rennaisance architecture 78 feet wide and 96 feet deep. ‘The first story is 
of Indiana limestone and the rest of the structure of pressed brick with a 
cornice of terra cotta, 

‘The Ionic pillars across the front of the second story are of blue marble. 

The Court on the second floor is 35 feet square and 14 feet high, 
running up to a height of 19 feet into the skylight of leaded glass. The 
Tonic columns are of wood which it is planned will later be replaced by 
memorial columns of marble. South of the Court is the Library with a 
mantel of green malachite, and east of the Court is a Music Room, 25 by 
35 feet, and lighted from above by windows of leaded glass. 

Folding doors lead down a short flight of broad steps into Assembly 
Hall which will be used as the auditorium of the Club House. On the 
third floor are 3 studios and two large rooms fronting on Delaware Avenue. 

At the second annual meeting, November 4, 1896, the Club for the 
first time occupied the new building. Temporary furniture was brought 
in and rugs laid down to give the members a vision of what the Club would 
be when furnished. 

It was voted to make an assessment of $25 for furnishing the new 
Club House, and Mrs. Glenny was made chairman of such a committee. 
During 1897 and 1898, the work of furnishing was completed. 
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The gallery and Library were finished in black oak, and the rest of 
the building entirely in white. 

The floor of the Entrance Hall (now black and white marble) was 
covered with a rich velvet carpet in shades of old rose. All of the rugs on 
the second floor were made in Glasgow after designs by Mrs. Glenny. The 
Magazine Room and the Coffee Room (now the Directors Room) were 
furnished alike with rugs of deep blue, having borders designed in three 
shades of lighter blue. The walls were covered with a paper in dark blue 
on a white background, also designed by Mrs. Glenny, manufactured by the 
M. H. Birge Co., and presented to the Club by Mrs. Geo. K. Birge. The 
crystal chandeliers and fixtures now in the Colonial Ball Room were in 
these two rooms, 

The furniture in the Magazine Room was covered with blue velvet 
to match the rug. 

‘The floor of the Library was covered with three tugs, a warm golden 
brown with borders of lighter shades, and the furniture was upholstered 
in brown velvet. 

‘The paper on the Library walls is of historic interest. When the firm 
of Zitber at Reixheim, Alsace, were about to celebrate their 100th anniversary, 
they reproduced some of their old and celebrated papers. Two of these 
‘came to New York. One was purchased by Stanford White, the famous 
architect, for his own dining room; the other fell under the eye of Mr. 
Carlton Sprague who recommended it to the Committee. The representative 
of the firm came to Buffalo to show the paper. It was at once approved, 
presented to the Club by Mrs. Carlton Sprague, a member of the committee, 
and hung on the walls by the Wm, H. Prentiss Company. 

The rug in the Conversation Room (now the Gallery) was like the 
‘one in the Court. 

The ceiling of the Gallery was the gift of Mrs. Chas. Pardee, and 
from it hung two beautiful Tiffany chandeliers presented by Mrs. Geo. B. 
Mathews and Mrs. E. L. Hedstrom, The table now used in the Court stood 
in the center of the Gallery. 

‘The rug in the court was the largest ever woven by the manufacturers, 
and when years later the head of the firm was visiting Mr. J. N. Adam, he 
expressed a wish to see this carpet. “Perfect, in every way perfect”, was his 
exclamation, The Della Robbia casts, given by Mesdames Frank B. Keating, 
Edward B. Green, Chas. Pardee, Henry Watson, Geo. .W. Miller, Jos. H. 
Horton, Jos. B. Mayer, Alexander M. Curtiss, and Chas. W. Goodyear, were 
ordered and arranged by Mrs. Carlton Sprague. 

The Music Room (now the Alice Glenny Room) with a panelled 
wainscoting 9 feet high, finished in ivory white, had a musician's gallery 
screened by white lattice work across the north end of the room. (This is 
now boarded up and covered by velvet draperies), The walls above the 
wainscot were finished in delicate tints of green, and a green carpet rug 
covered the floor. 

In 1900, at the urgent request of Miss Mulligan, Mrs. Glenny began 
painting the mural representing the seven ages of woman, Mr. Urquhart 
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Wilcox assisted her in the drawing of the figures; the mineral paints of 
‘great beauty of color were brought specially from Germany, and Mrs. Glenny 
painted the panels in the studio of her summer home at East River, Conn, The 
two figures on either side of the entrance to the Ball Room were not hung 
until 1920, at which time the name of the room was changed from Music 
Room to Alice Glenny Room. The clock above the musician's gallery was 
given by Mrs. Glenny in memory of Miss Mulligan, and the frame was 
designed in plaster by her. 

To Mrs, Glenny more than to any other member we owe the beauty 
‘of our Club House, As chairman of both the Building and Furnishing 
Committees, her sense of harmony and proportion, and her fine perception 
of dignity and color produced an effect that today has lost none of its 
charm and distinction. 

The design for the emblem and motto was made by Mrs. Charles Cary. 

This consists of two inverted C’s—standing for Century and Club— 
balanced by crossed arrows and bearing the motto “Facta Probat”—Let deeds 
tell, 

The Graduates Association, having sold the Chapter House to the 
‘Women Teacher's Association, took a lease of the front rooms on the third 
floor every Friday afternoon for a period of five years at a rental of $300 
per year, 

After serving the Club 4 years as President, Miss Mulligan retired and 
Mrs. A. P, Wright was chosen to fill the office. 

The Chamber Music, which had become an outstanding feature of the 
Club’s entertainments, was continued under the direction of Miss Mulligan 
and Mrs. Geo. J. Sicard, and the Literary Com. presented under Mrs. Porter 
Norton such speakers as Prof. Morse Stevens, Isobel Strong, Seumas McManus, 
and Prof. Hugo Miinsterburg of Harvard, 

A brilliant social occasion was the dinner given to the women accomp- 
anying the Diplomatic party from South America who visited the city to 
view the site of the Pan American Exposition. 

In November, 1899, the 5 retiring Directors were women whose services 
to the Club had not only extended over the five years of its existence but 
were of a kind not often duplicated, They were Miss Mulligan, Mrs. 
Wright, Mrs, Pardee, Mrs. Jewett, and Mrs. Reed. As an expression of 
gtatitude and appreciation, they were tendered a Founder's Banquet. The 
addresses were published in pamphlet form, and some were so clever that I 
can not pass them by without a few quotations. 

We meet here tonight in honor of those 
Who are about to retire, seeking repose 
From duties of office, and squabbling, and strife; 
They leave us; they'll fight somewhere else in life. 

Miss Mulligan and Mrs. Wright were known to their friends as Charlotte 
M, and Charlotte W. United in every project for the good of the Club 
they frequently differed in the interpretation of parliamentary law, which 
inspired these verses by Mrs. Frank M. Hollister, mother of Mrs, George 
Chisholm, 
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THE FIRST DYNASTY 


Alack and alas that the day should come 
When we must our Charlottes lose! 

Our fortunes they’ve built 

By tourney and tilt 
And many a Charlotte ruse. 


In tourney and tilt each held her own, 
And when there lacked another, 
Such was their zest 
That their lance was in rest, 
Arid they tilted against each other. 


Alack and alas—as we said before— 
Such spirited times as we've seen, 
With bonds and debtors, 
And lawyers and letters, 
‘And Charlottes, each a queen. 


‘The new President in 1899 was Mrs, John Clark Glenny. In December 
‘of this year the first Rental Committee was appointed, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. 
P. H. Griffin, and Mrs. Moot; also che first Christmas contribution was 
taken up for employees. 

After the regular Wednesday morning meeting on April 4, 1900, 
Mrs. Glenny announced to the Club the presentation of Mrs. Chas, Cary’s 
portrait of Miss Mulligan, speaking in highest terms of the artist’s ability 
and her appreciative feeling of what the portrait would mean to the Club. 
‘Mrs, Seward A. Simons in accepting the portrait on behalf of the Club, 
touched most feelingly on Miss Mulligan’s undaunted energy and courage, 
and her benificent work for the Club and for the public of Buffalo. 


About this time also, the Bulletin Board was presented on behalf of the 
Buffalo Club by 14 gentlemen who were also Directors of the Pan American 
Exposition. 

A special meeting of the Board of Directors was held on Wednesday, 
June 27, 1900, to take action on the death of Miss Mulligan, and Mrs. Cary 
was requested to drape her portrait for a period of 30 days, 

“She died at Cloverbank, the Lake Shore place so peculiarly her own, 
and from there she was brought in simple and touching state to Buffalo. 


"A pet horse brought up on the place was harnessed to a low truck 
which was completely covered with flowers and green branches. Upon this 
they laid her. One of her Guard of Honor walked ae the horse’s head, a 
line of others on either side of the honored bier and a few friends followed 
over the country road to the little station. They brought her vo the First 
church where her men kept guard over her.” 


This fruitful life ended in its prime. It bad given freely of its rich 
gifts for the common good; it had kept faith wich its ideals; from it 
thousands of other lives had drawn strength and guidance, and to it we pay 
grateful tribute. 
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Buffalo was preparing for the Pan American Exposition, and the Club 
appointed a Special Committee with Mrs. Lucian Howe as chairman, whose 
duty it should be to extend the courtesies of the Club to individuals of 
prominence and national reputation who might visit Buffalo during the 
Exposition, 

Among the well known persons entertained were Wu Ting Fang, min- 
ister from Chinz, Miss Alice Fletcher, Dr. Rainsford, Dr. Lyman Abbott, 
and Mr, Richard Watson Gilder, Mr, and Mrs, Booker T. Washington, and 
Gov. and Mrs. Odell. The outstanding social events were the reception in 
honor of Vice-Pres. and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, and the Ball to the Corps 
of Cadets of the U, S, Military Academy. 

Among those to whom the privileges of the Club were extended during 
the Exposition were Mrs. McKinley, Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, and Mrs, 
Nelson Miles, 

In May, 1901, the third floor of the building was rented to the Buffalo 
Seminary and used by them for school purposes until June, 1905. 

Mrs, S, M. Clement succeeded Mrs. Glenny and during her two years 
as President, there was a steady increase in rentals. Programs of merit were 
furnished by the Literary Committee under Mrs. Wm. A. Rogers and by 
the Music Committee under the direction of Mrs. Sicard. 

In November, 1902, Mrs. Arthur Bissell invited the Directors to be 
her guests at buncheon in honor of the retiring Directors, a precedent followed 
by the present custom of the Board entertaining the retiring Directors on 
the last Wednesday of the season, 

In 1903, Mrs. P. H, Griffin was elected President to succeed Mrs. 
Clement. 

The outstanding event of her administration was the communication 
from the Rental Committee signed by Mrs. Moot and Mrs. Loren L. Lewis, 
Js. This communication cited the inadequacy of the old church as a Ball 
Room, the inefficiency of the stage equipment, the poor ventilation, and 
the lack of proper exits, as a sufficient reason for remodelling or rebuilding 
the present structure. Only by prompt action on the part of the Club, 
the Committee felt, could criticism be checked and competition shut off 
which must soon deprive the Club of an important class of patronage. 

One can hardly realize now the excitement caused by this report, The 
property was valued at $100,000, and some who had managed the Club’s 
finances from the beginning felt that they had only just become adjusted 
to present possessions, and that these were by no means exhausted. They 
also warned that in our desire for increased rentals we must not overlook 
the higher standards for which the Club stands, nor the added financial 
care and responsibility. 

A considerable number, however, felt that if the Club remained 
inactive, a hall that would meet public requirements would be built by 
others. A committee of five was appointed to investigate, devise ways and 
means, and report three months later at the November meeting. This 
committee, Mrs. Moot, Mrs. Arthur Bissell, Mrs. Pardee, Mrs. Wm. B. Hoyt, 
and Mrs, Mathew D. Mann, presented a report in November, 1904, recom- 
mending the erection of a new building with a Ball Room on a level with 
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the Music Room and a gymnasium with showers and swimming pool under- 
neath;—also the remodelling of the Third Floor into a small Ball Room, 
supper room, and kitchen, 

To finance this the Committee proposed to borrow $50,000 on a first 
mortgage, and to call in the outstanding bonds and reissue them as second 
mortgage bonds. 

After a spirited discussion, on motion of Mrs. Dexter Rumsey, seconded 
by Miss Truscott, the report was accepted with only six voting in the 
negative. Mrs. Griffin, to whose energy and initiative this movement was 
largely due, then appointed the same Committee as a Building and Finance 
‘Committee. Mrs. Mann being elected President, her place on the Committee 
was taken by Mrs, Geo, E, Mathews. 

At this time, 12 feet of land was purchased in the rear; the Club for 
the first time was obliged to pay taxes, and it was voted to allow members 
to tent the private apartments of the Club. Previous to this there had been 
no rental of the Club rooms, and not until 1924 were the Club rooms, 
‘exclusive of the Library, rented to any except members. 

In February, 1905, the Library Committee inaugurated the custom of 
afternoon Literary Lectures, and the first speaker was Mr. Fred Almy, who 
read a paper on Stephen Phillips. 

In April, 1905, the rental season was terminated, the plans prepared 
by Green and Wicks were approved, and on April 17, the demolition of the 
church began. 

‘A Special Gymnasium Committee was appointed to arrange for the 
opening of the Gymnasium in October, Miss Sarah Truscott, chairman, 
with Mrs. Porter Norton and Mrs. Charles B. Sears. Miss Laura de Russy 
Berry, a graduate of Dr. Sargents Normal School of Gymnastics, was 
engaged as Director. 3 

As the building neared completion, it was found that to finish the 
Pool Room would cost about $2,000 more than was contemplated, where- 
upon Mrs. Wm. A. Rogers gave the amount necessary to complete the room 
according to the original plan, 

When the Sanitary Code of the N. Y, State Public Health Association 
went into effect in 1928, requiring the sterilization of water in all swimming 
pools, another gift of $2,000 from Mrs. Rogers made it possible to install 
the ultra violet ray Sterilizer. 

On November 15, 1905, just seven months after the workmen began 
pulling down the old church, the entire new building was opened with 2 
reception to members and invited guests. 

‘The Ball Room was a fine example of French Renaissance architecture. 
Ix was 92 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 30 feet high, and had a seating 
capacity of 725. * 

‘A stage 18 feer deep, extending across the entire norch end of the 
room, was arranged with panels on each side that could be removed when 
it was desired to seat a large number of persons on the stage. 

Mrs, Charles Cary painted an entire set of scenery which served as a 
background. Underneath the stage were dressing rooms reached by stairs 
at either side of the landing. 
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A gallery extended across the south end of the Ball Room, having a 
seating capacity of 150, 

Windows set with mirrors on either side of the entrance into the Alice 
Glenny Room duplicated the windows on the east side of the room. 

The white walls with their beautifully modeled designs were relieved 
by the draperies of crimson brocade, banded with gold, that hung in the 
windows and covered the panels of the proscenium arch, 

Under each window was a gold settle upholstered with the crimson 
brocade, and gold chairs lined the walls. A large crystal chandelier suspended 
by a rope of crimson velvet hung from the ceiling. 

‘When the fire of July, 1923, destroyed this room, the chairs, settles, 
and chandelier were saved. The chandelier hangs now from the ceiling of 
the Dining Room, and the settles and gold chairs are in the Colonial Ball 
Room where the same color scheme has been carried out, 

Mrs, Carlton Jewett succeeded Mrs. Griffin as President and Mrs. 
Reed was appointed chairman of the Gymnasium Committee, Under her 
and her successors the work continued to increase in popularity, reaching 
its maximum in 1922, when the chairman of the Gymnasium Committee, 
Mrs, Maxwell Wheeler, reported an attendance of 6,298; the number of 
swimming lessons given 1,977, and a financial gain of over a thousand 
dollars, 

The Chamber Music which attained such celebrity in the city under 
Miss Mulligan and Mrs, Sicard, was continued through successive administra 
tions under Mrs. S. M. Clement, Mrs. Adsit, Miss Prentice, Miss Buck, Miss 
Caldwell, and Mrs. Hart. 

The Literary Committee under the stimulus of each successive President 
furnished a long line of distinguished speakers, among them Richard Mans- 
field, Alfred Noyes, Tagore, John Masefield, Robert Frost, Mrs. Humphrey 
Ward, John Fox, jr., Paul du Chaillu, Stephen Leacock, John Galsworthy, 
Wm. Roscoe Thayer, Rey. Samuel Crothers, Albert Bushnell Hart, Wm. 
Lyon Phelps, Irving Bacheller, Hugo Miinsterburg and Carl Sandberg, 

For many years an assessment of $5 gave each member tickets for the 
literary and musical programs. The quality of these entertainments and the 
generous terms on which they were offered to the public made them an 
important factor in developing the culture of Buffalo. 

You are all to some extent familiar with what happened after the 
fire of 1923, which destroyed our beautiful Ball Room. The creation of 
the Dining Room, and the fire proof Service Wing; the purchase of the 
land on Franklin Street and the making of the garden; transforming the 
old kitchen and pantries into our private dining room, and card rooms; 
remodelling the Third Floor, and securing perfect fire protection by erecting 
a fire tower into which lead exits from each floor, and lastly the munificent 
gift of a member that enabled us to refurnish the three front rooms of the 
Club House—these must be the topics for a fucure chronicle, 

Having thus fittingly communed with ourselves over our successful 
past, our radiant present, and our expectant future, may I quote the lines 
with which those bards of Saturn saluted the 20ch Century Club on that 
Founders’ Day in 1899: 
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On Sda’s height the shepherd's choice 
‘A jealous band dispersed, 

‘To eat che apple’s bitter fruit 
By discord’s hatred cursed, 


‘And ages long the feud endured 
To vex the female breast, 

‘Fill wiser counsels planned and built 
This temple in the West, 


Where fancied slights, and envious looks 
And odious contrasts cease; 

Where Pallas, Hera, Aphrodite, 
Meet and dwell in peace, 


Nay, do not ask me which is which— 
No Trojan umpire I; 

The world has moved since Helen smiled, 
‘And men have grown more fly. 


So gray Saturnus (young in heart) 
Avers, “The truth to tell, 

T love them a/l—the college maid, 
The matron, and the belle.” 

And on this Founders’ Day a toast 
He drinks in Lesbian wine, 

“The Twentieth Century—May it see 
The ‘choice of Paris’ mine!” 

From The Saturn Club. 
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EPILOGUE 
by 
Josephine Wilhelm Wickser 


1894-1933 


‘When the Twentieth Century Club was formed, just thirty-nine years ago, 

‘Ten thousand Buffalonians on bicycles rode to and fro! 

For automobiles were as yet unborn, and radio still was numb 

And no one had dreamed of a movie star so beautiful but dumb. 

‘Then car fares cost but a nickel, and ice cream cones were unknown 

‘To the three hundred thousand people who lived in this city’s zone. 

‘The Democrats were in power, with Cleveland as President 

While blue eyed Billy Sheehan, a Buffalo resident, 

Became Lieutenant Governor of our glorious State 

Which at this time was free from debt, a true achievement great! 

Then the Women’s Temperance Union had forced, through hard research, 

A law that no saloon could stand within two hundred feec of a church, 

Hotel keepers, too, were forbidden to serve imitation cheese 

‘And uncles and nieces and nephews and aunts couldn’t marry then as they’d 
please. 

Few houses had 2 telephone and none had electric lights, 

‘The Iroquois was the place to dine on gala Saturday nights. 

The Country Club was near the park, near by a sign that read, 

“Driving faster than eight miles an hour is here prohibited!” 

The genteel lady never rouged nor used a lip stick too, 

And when she went out walking, she wore a high kid shoe. 

She never showed her collar bones unless she dressed for a ball 

While even her gayest bathing suit showed none of her form at all! 

Her bathing corsets held her snug, her stocking veiled her limb, 

Her skirts, long sleeves and bathing hat kept all hid, fat or slim! 

Her hair was combed in pompadour that stood up high, not flat, 

And if her locks were thin on top she stuffed them out with a rat. 

No girl of note ever looked for a job when she had finished school, 

She aimed at once for a husband, for that was society's rule, 

‘And into this quaint atmosphere, Miss Mulligan strode then 

To plan the first club house for women—as good as any for men! 

She thought not of drinking parties nor smoking cigarettes, 

Nor dreamed that women of our day would gamble for contract debts, 

Bur she planned for music and lectures and philanthropic 

‘And bringing to every woman the culture which woman needs— 

And out of her vision and courage she made a light of her own 

Which Ge the way to this Club of today, this wonderful place we've 

own. 

Her standards, her inspiration, her modern outlook too, 

Still carries on her power of old, in everything which we do, 

Let’s open our eyes to the future and pledge ourselves again 

To stand with Charlotte Mulligan in the giving, not the gain! 
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